Sidney to urgently for my portrait: glad, because a request
Languet Of this kind breathes the spirit of that sweet and
long-tried affedlion with which you regard me;
and sorry, that you have any hesitation in ask-
ing me so mere a trifle. For even if there were
not between us that true and genuine friendship
which throws into shade all other feelings, as
the sun obscures the lesser lights, still I have re-
ceived that from you which gives you a right
to demand from me as a debt, greater things
than this. As soon as ever I return to Venice* I will
have it done either by Paul Veronese, or by Tin-
toretto, who hold by far the highest place in the
art. As to your lines, although it is truly a thing to
boast of, "to be praised by one so full of praise,"
and though they are most welcome to me as
testifying your undying affedlion for me* yet
I cannot think of sinning so grievously against
modesty, as to have such a proclamation of my
praises, especially as I do not             them, in-

scribed on my portrait Therefore in this thing
I pray you to pardon me* In all command
me, and I will satisfy you as far as I am; the will
at any rate shall not be wanting* Forgive me this
letter, full as it is of blots and scores, for I write in
haste* Farewell, your most loving and dutiful

Philip Sidney.
Padua, February 4 1574

Meantime I give you with              the
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d and sorry that you ask me so
